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Lesson-50

Rules of Stopping and Starting
the Recitation

بسِْمِ اللهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيمِْ 
لََمُ علَٰٰ رسَُوْلِ اللهِ  لٰوةُ واَلسَّ الَحَْمدُْ لِلهِ واَلصَّ

لََمُ علَيَكُْمْ وَرحَْمَةُ اللهِ وبَرََكََتهُ   الَسَّ



Take a Deep Breath & Smile! 

You are the best! Why? The Prophet pbuh said so! 

You learn best and remember more when you feel good!

4

Charge your 
brain



Get Ready..

 Get the Textbook, Workbook, (pdf) from this link:

http://understandquran.com/courses/read-quran.html

 Switch off that mobile and chat windows.

 Open the workbook, and go to today’s lesson and

be ready to write.
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When you recite the Qur’an!

 You need to stop while reading to take a 
break.  

 Follow the rules!



Why the rules of stopping?

 This is the way the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم recited. 

 Possible reason: Arabic is very sensitive to the 
ending Harakaat of words!

فعَلَتَْ 
فعَلَتُْ 
فعَلَتِْ 



3 topics

1. Rules of Stopping

2. Rules of Starting (after you stop)

3. Stop Signs



When you stop!

 Break your voice; and 

 Take a breath. 

If you stop in the middle of a verse, make sure 
that the meanings are not distorted. 



Rules of Stopping
Depends upon the sign on the last letter!

ــــُـــــــِــــــَـ
ــــــ  ـــــــ  ــــٰـ
ــــٌـــــــٍــــــًـ
   ــــْـــــــٓــــــّـ

1

2

3

4, 5

ـوُْ     ـيِْ   ـاَ 



Rule - 1

If the last letter has Fathah, Kasrah, or Dhammah,
make it Saakin.

ُ ــــِـــــَـ ـــْــــ



رْ شَكَ   رَ شَكَ  ــــَـ
رْ واَلعصَْ   رِ واَلعصَْ   ِ ـــــ
 ْ حْ واَلفْتَ   ْ حُ واَلفْتَ ــــُ



ءْ شُهدََآ  ءَ شُهدََآ ــــَـ
مآَ ءْ الَسَّ  مآَ ءِ الَسَّ  ِ ـــــ
ءْ يشََآ  ءُ يشََآ ــــُ

Hamzah as the last letter



Rules of Stopping
Depends upon the sign on the last letter!

ــــُـــــــِــــــَـ
ــــــ  ـــــــ  ــــٰـ
ــــٌـــــــٍــــــًـ
   ــــْـــــــٓــــــّـ

1

2

3

4, 5

ـوُْ     ـيِْ   ـاَ 



ـوُْ   ـيِْ    ـاَ

Rule - 2a

a. If the last letter is an Alif-Madd, Yaa-Madd, or Waaw-Madd,

then they will remain as they are!

ـوُْ   ـيِْ    ـاَ



ذَاهٰ   ذَاهٰ  هاَزلِزْاَلَ ـاَ  هاَزلِزْاَلَ 
ىْ لذِِكْرِ   ىْ لذِِكْرِ  ىْ جَنَّتِ ـيِْ   ىْ جَنَّتِ 
دُواْواَعبُْ   دُواْواَعبُْ  لوُْاتعَوُْ ـوُْ   لوُْاتعَوُْ 



Rule - 2b

b. If the last letter is has standing-Fathah, standing-Kasrah, or

Standing-Dhammah…

ــــْــــــْــــــٰـــــــ  ـــــــ  ــــٰـ



هٰ طٰ   هٰ طٰ 
ْ ــــٰـ وىٰماَ   ْ وىٰماَ

لٰٰ قَ   لٰٰ قَ 



 ِّ هْ ربَ   ِّ ه  ربَ هْ بِ ــــــ    ه  بِ 
هْ ربَ    ه  ربَ   هْ لَ ــــــ    ه  لَ 



+ـوُْ     +ـيِْ    +ـاَ

Rule - 2c

If there is an Alif Madd, Yaa-Madd, or a Waaw-Madd before the

last letter, then you can stop with 2, 4, or 6 Harakaat. This

generally occurs at the end of an ayah.

+ـوُْ     +ـيِْ    +ـاَ



باَنْ تكَُذِّ   نِ باَتكَُذِّ  +ـاَ

حِيمْْ الَرَّ   مِ حِيْ الَرَّ  +ـيِْ 

وْنْ كُ فيََ   نُ كُوْ فيََ  +ـوُْ 



If there is a Soft-Yaa or a Soft-Waaw before the last

letter, then you can stop with 2, 4, or 6 Harakaat.

This generally occurs at the end of an ayah.

+ـوَْ     +ـيَـْ+ـوَْ     +ـيَـْ

Rule – 2d



خَوْفْ   فٍ خَوْ  +ــوَْ 

يفْْ واَل صَّ  يْ واَل فِ صَّ
دَينْْ +ـيَـْ  نِ دَيْ 



Rules of Stopping
Depends upon the sign on the last letter!

ــــُـــــــِــــــَـ
ــــــ  ـــــــ  ــــٰـ
ــــٌـــــــٍــــــًـ
   ــــْـــــــٓــــــّـ

1

2

3

4, 5

ـوُْ     ـيِْ   ـاَ 



Rule - 3a

If the letter (or the one before it) has Tanween

(Double-Fathah, Double-Kasrah, or Double-Dhammah): 

ـــــْــــــْــــاَــــٰـــــٌــــــــٍــــــــًــ



ىدٰ هُ   دًىهُ 
ىم  مسَُ ـً ى  مًّىمسَُ 

ابَ توََّا  باًتوََّا ــــًا
اءَ آمَ   ءً آمَ  ءً 



رْ بنِهََ   رٍ بنِهََ  ــــٍـ

رْ بشََ   رٌ بشََ   ٌ ـــــ



Same is true for Hamzah at the end 

ءْ سُو    ءٍ سُو   ءٍ 

ءْ شِفآَ  ءٌ شِفآَ ءٌ 

Rule – 3b



ة is for feminine nouns. 

۔۔۔مسُْلمِةًٌ، مؤُْمِنةٌَ، صَالحَِةٌ، 

الحَِةُ،  ۔۔۔الَمُْسْلمَِةُ، المْؤُْمِنةَُ، الَصَّ

ٌ     ةٍ ةً     هْ     هْ هْ    ة

ُ     ةِ ةَ     هْ     هْ هْ    ة

Rule – 3c



هْ مسُْلمَِ   ةً مسُْلمَِ  ةً 
هْ راَضِيَ   ةٍ راَضِيَ  ةٍ 
 َ هْ هاَويِ   َ ةٌ هاَويِ ةٌ 



هْ كََنتَِ القْاَضِيَ   ةَ كََنتَِ القْاَضِيَ  ةَ 
هْ يوَْمُ القْيِاَمَ   ةِ يوَْمُ القْيِاَمَ  ةِ 
هْ الَقْاَرعَِ   ةُ الَقْاَرعَِ  ةُ 



Rules of Stopping
Depends upon the sign on the last letter!

ــــُـــــــِــــــَـ
ــــــ  ـــــــ  ــــٰـ
ــــٌـــــــٍــــــًـ
   ــــْـــــــٓــــــّـ

1

2

3

4, 5

ـوُْ     ـيِْ   ـاَ 



Rule - 4

If the letter has Sukoon then keep it.

ـــــْـــــــْــ



مْ اعَمْاَلهَُ   مْ اعَمْاَلهَُ 
ـــــْــ

ْ حِسَابِ  يهَ  ْ حِسَابِ  يهَ



Rules of Stopping
Depends upon the sign on the last letter!

ــــُـــــــِــــــَـ
ــــــ  ـــــــ  ــــٰـ
ــــٌـــــــٍــــــًـ
   ــــْـــــــٓــــــّـ

1

2

3

4, 5

ـوُْ     ـيِْ   ـاَ 



Rule - 5a

If the letter has Shaddah with harakah, then keep Shaddah.

 َّ ّ ــــــــــِّـــــ  ــ ـــــ



رّ المْسُْتقََ   ر  المْسُْتقََ 
 ّ ـــــــ

امِرِ  ىّ السَّ  امِرِ  ى  السَّ



Rule - 5b

If the letter has Shaddah with harakah on  Meem or Noon 

then stop with Ghunnnah.

مّ مَّ  مِّ  م  

نّ نَّ  نِّ  ن  



 َ مّ الَغْ   َ مّ    مِّ الَغْ

نّ جَآ  ن  جَآ نّ 



Rule - 5c

If the letter has Shaddah with harakah on Qalqalah Letters, 

then stop with strongest Qalqalah. 

قّ طّ بّ جّ دّ قَّ طَّ بَّ جَّ دَّ 
Same is true for other Harakaat also



قّ باِلحَْ   قِّ باِلحَْ 

جّ الحَْ  فىِــــّـ  جِّ الحَْ  فىِ
بّ تَ   بَّ تَ 



Rules of Stopping : Depends upon the sign on the last letter!

ــــُـــــــِــــــَـ
ـه    ـه   ــــٰـ
ــــٌـــــــٍــــــًـ
  ــــْـــــــــــــّـ

ـوُْ      ـيِْ    ـاَ 
ــــْـــــــْــــــْـ
ـهْ   ـهْ  ــــٰـ
ــــْـــــــْـــاَ  

  ــــْـــــــــــــّـ

ـوُْ      ـيِْ    ـاَ 

هْ   ة



Rules of Stopping : Depends upon the sign on the last letter!

ةَ ةِ ةُ ةً ةٍ ةٌ 

+ـوُْ    +ـيِـْ+   ـاَ+ـوُْ    +ـيِـْ+   ـاَ

+ـوَْ    +ـيَـْ   +ـوَْ    +ـيَـْ  

هْ 



Rules of Starting

The first word in any ayah will have Harakah on its 
first letter (in general).  

﴾ؕ٪ 2﴾ؕ٪ فصََلِّ لرَِبكَِّ واَنحَْرْ ﴿٪1انَِّاۤ اعَطَْينْكَٰ الكَْوْثرََ ﴿٪



Rules of Starting

If you stop in the middle, then go back a word or 
two to maintain the flow of the message. 
When you do that, you may have a 
connecting Hamzah!



Connecting Hamzah!
The one that does not have any Harakah on it!

The Connecting Hamzah has three cases:

1. Connecting Hamzah with a noun   ْال (the)

2. Connecting Hamzah of الذي، الذين، التي ،

3. Connecting Hamzah with a verb 



 َ لحَْمدُْ ا  لحَْمدُْ ا

1. Starting with  ْال



وقَلُْ الحَْمدُْ لِلهِ سَيرُِيكُْمْ اٰيتٰهِ  
--  َ لحَْمدُْ لِلهِ سَيرُيِكُْمْ اٰيتٰهِ  ا Start 

with  َ ا

Examples:



 َ لَّذِىا  لَّذِىا
 َ لَّذِينَْ ا  لَّذِينَْ ا

2. Starting with  ّال



شَهرُْ رمَضََانَ الَّذِىْۤ انُزِْلَ فيِهِْ القْرُْاٰنُ 
------- َ انُزْلَِ فيِهِْ القْرُْاٰنُ لَّذِىْۤ ا Start 

with َا

الَّذِىْ يوَُسْوسُِ فىِْ صُدُوْرِ النَّاسِ 
 َ يوَُسْوسُِ فىِْ صُدُوْرِ النَّاسِ لَّذِىْ ا Start 

with َا

Examples:



بتِْ  ولَقَدَْ علَمِْتمُُ الَّذِينَْ اعتْدََواْ مِنكُْمْ فىِ السَّ
------- َ بتِْ ا لَّذِينَْ اعتْدََواْ مِنكُْمْ فىِ السَّ Start 

with َا

واْ عنَْ سَبيِلِْ اللهِ اضََلَّ اعَمَْالهَمُْ  الََّذِينَْ كَفرَُواْ وصََد 

Examples:



3. Starting with Alif + Saakinah letter 

According to the Harakah of the third letter. 



According to the Harakah of the third letter. 



According to the Harakah of the third letter. 



According to the Harakah of the third letter. 



According to the Harakah of the third letter. 



According to the Harakah of the third letter. 



According to the Harakah of the third letter. 

 ِ بْ هَ ذْ ا  بْ هَ اذْ 
 ِ بْ رِ ضْ ا  بْ رِ ضْ ا
 ُ رْ كُ شْ ا   ُ رْ كُ شْ ا



فمَنَْ تبَعِكََ مِنهُْمْ قاَلَ اذهْبَْ 
فمَنَْ تبَعِكََ مِنهُْمْ  اذِهْبَْ  -- Start 

with

اِ 



فمَنَْ تبَعِكََ مِنهُْمْ قاَلَ اذهْبَْ 
فمَنَْ تبَعِكََ مِنهُْمْ  اذِهْبَْ  --

فقَلُنْاَ اضْرِبْ بعِّصََاكَ الحَْجَرَ 
--  ِ بعِّصََاكَ الحَْجَرَ  ضْرِبْ ا Start 

with

اِ 

Start 
with

اِ 



فمَنَْ تبَعِكََ مِنهُْمْ قاَلَ اذهْبَْ 
فمَنَْ تبَعِكََ مِنهُْمْ  اذِهْبَْ  --

فقَلُنْاَ اضْرِبْ بعِّصََاكَ الحَْجَرَ 
--  ِ بعِّصََاكَ الحَْجَرَ ضْرِبْ ا

انَِ اشْكُرْ لىِْ ولَوَِالدَِيكَْ 
--  ُ لىِْ ولَوَِالدَِيكَْ شْكُرْ ا

Start 
with

ا ِ

Start 
with

اِ 

Start 
with

اِ 



Rules of Starting

 َ لْ ا  لْ ا
 َ لَّ ا  لَّ ا

 ِ ذهْبَْ، اضِْرِبْ ا
اشُْكُرْ 





ذهْبَْ، اضْرِبْ ا
اشْكُرْ 



Stop Signs

To facilitate the reading without 
distorting the meanings

STOP



SIGN Meaning Explanation

م

لازم

Compulsory 

Must stop; otherwise the 

meanings will be mixed up.

لقَدَْ سَمِعَ اللهُ قوَْلَ الَّذِينَْ قاَلوُْۤا انَِّ 
اللهَ فقَيِرٌْ وَّنحَْنُ اغَنْيِآَء٪ُم سَنكَْتبُُ ماَ 

۔۔۔قاَلوُْا 



SIGN Meaning Explanation

O
Given at the verse 

ending along with 

an Ayah number.

Stop according to Sunnah of 

the Prophet (Pbuh)

َّه  لحََق  اليْقَيِنِْ  ۵۲واَنِ



SIGN Meaning Explanation

س/ سکته   Stop

Stop for a duration of 2 

Harakah without taking a 

breath and then continue.

٭﴾ۙ 27وقَيِلَْ منَْ٪سكتة راَقٍ ٭﴿



SIGN Meaning Explanation

وقفة  Stop

It is a long Saktah   .(سكتة)

Stop for a longer time but 

don’t take any breath and 

then continue. 

ربََّناَ ولَََ تحَُمِّلنْاَ ماَ لََ طَاقةََ لنَاَ بهِ ٪ج واَعفُْ 
عنََّا٪وقفة واَغفْرِْ لنَاَ٪وقفة واَرحَْمْناَ٪وقفة انَتَْ موَْلٰىناَ 

﴾  286فاَنصُْرْناَ علَىَ القْوَْمِ الكْٰفرِِينَْ ﴿



SIGN Meaning Explanation

معمع 
∴ ∴

Pair of 3-dots Stop at one of them.

 ِ ٪ۛج هدًُى للِّمُْتَّقيِنَْ  ذلٰكَِ الكِْتبُٰ لََريَبَْ ٭صلى٪جۛ فيِهْ



SIGN Meaning Explanation

ط Stop Better to stop at this signal.

يضُِل  بهِ  كَثيِرًْا وَّيهَدِْىْ بهِ  كَثيِرًْا٪ط 
٭﴾ۙ 26ومَاَ يضُِل  بهِ ٖۤ الََِّ الفْسِٰقيِنَْ ٭﴿



SIGN Meaning Explanation

قف  Stop Stop here.

ٰٓئِكَ علَيَهِْمْ صَلوَٰتٌ مِّنْ رَّبهِِّمْ وَرحَْمَة٪ٌقف  اوُل

ٰٓئِكَ همُُ المُْهتْدَُونَْ ﴿ ﴾157واَوُل



SIGN Meaning Explanation

ج، صل Permissible You may stop or continue

٪ج ومَاَ  يخُٰدِعوُْنَ اللهَ واَلَّذِينَْ اٰمنَوُْا
۔يخَْدَعوُْنَ الََِّّ انَفْسَُهمُْ ومَاَ يشَْعرُُونَْ 



SIGN Meaning Explanation

لَ
O

لََ   on the circle You may continue or stop

﴾ۙ٪ 2الَحَْمْدُ لِلهِ ربَِّ العْلٰمَِينَْ ﴿٪



SIGN Meaning Explanation

صلےز، ص، ق،   Better to continue

﴾  112ذلٰكَِ بمَِا عصََوْا وَّكََنوُْا يعَتْدَُونَْ ﴿  
َّاىَ فاَتَّقوُْنِ ٭﴿ ٭﴾ 41ولَََ تشَْترَُواْ باِٰيتٰىِْ ثمَنَاً قلَيِلًَْ٪ز وَّايِ

فاَخَْرَجَهُمَا مِمَّا كََناَ فيِهْ٪ِص



SIGN Meaning Explanation

لَ No Stopping

If you stop here, you will 

give a wrong meaning. If 

you do that for some 

constraint, then repeat the 

verse from the beginning.

ٰٓئِكَةُ طَيبِّيِنَْلا  يقَوُْلوُْنَ الَّذِينَْ تتَوََ  ف ىهُمُ المْلَ
سَلٰمٌ علَيَكُْملُا  ادخُْلوُا الجَْنَّةَ بمِاَ كُنتْمُْ 

٭﴾ 32تعَمْلَوُْنَ ٭﴿



م

سكتة، وقفة،
مع   مع

قفط، 
ج، صل،   

 صلےز ص ق، 

19

لا

Stop Signs



Spoken Arabic
Selections are such that they occur most in the Qur’an!

50



جَزاَكَ اللهُ خَيرًْا
َّاكَ  وَإيِ

May Allah reward you!

And to you too!

Spoken (Colloquial)



By now, you know how to 
RECITE the words that 

occur approx. 40500

By now, you know the 
MEANINGS of words that 

occur approx. 29400



Be an expert!

 Watch this again and again or

 Practice with the RQ Flashbook. 

http://understandquran.com/courses/read-quran.html
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لََمُ علَيَكُْمْ  واَلسَّ
وَرحَْمَةُ اللهِ وبَرََكََتهُ   

That’s it for now.
See you in the next lesson.

Keep praying: ربَِّ زدِْنيِْ عِلمًْا 
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